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DRURY LANE. 

THE 2nd, 3rd, and 4th acts of Knowles’s 
‘William Tell” were given at this theatre last 
eek to overflowing audiences, who appear to 
have much admiration for Mr C. T. King’s 
brusque style of acting. He is a tall man, 
hythmical, but rugged in his delivery, and 
bossessing a fine bass voice and considerable 
otelligence; the rough and readyfcharacter of the 


“BBwiss hero is aptly fitted to Mr King’s physique 


iL, 
ND, 


BRETT. 


from 8 till!) 
TS, AN 


ATY. 
S. 


t, and Fi 


OUTWITT# 
1artly acte 
eat LACY 


$. 

Royalty 4 
‘for chamb 
ns and d 


Road, bh 
ted with 4 
1ateur Perf 
ERBERT, 


Twelve 0’ 
rietor, Mr. 
Towns. 
orwarded to 
rset House. 


nd declamatory powers. The assumption was 
n every respect creditable; the only fear is that 
his actor’s somewhat melodramatic and un- 
olished style is likely to pervade all his per- 
ormauces ; the author of “ Tell” and “ The 
Wife” has furnished him with two very 
uitable personations ; those who have not seen 
im will do well to go at once and see his 
ulian St, Pierre—such as are fond of conven- 
onal and effective acting, of vigorous delinea- 
ou, will be sure to like him. McIntyre was 
trusted with the tyrant Gesler; he did well 
s he always does ; but this useful actor, whose 
Dirigal creature ’ is so excellent, is not quite 
b his element in a dignified tragic part ;—-stil] 
islines were given with force and (eeling, and 
is scowl was as sinister as could be desired. 
iss Edith Stuart was rather too young-looking 
Emma. Miss Rosina Vokes was taken out 
the region of burlesque and transplanted in 
healthier soil ; her spirited rendering of Albert 
as very satisfactory. 
The vast resources of this national establish- 
ent are apparently equalto every exigency; this 
ay was put on the stage, we may say, at a 
oment’s notice, but every scenic requisite was 
hand; there were ‘Tell’s Cottage, with a 
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Cleopatra,” or of “Julius Cesar,” ‘Turkish, 
Chinese, Egyptian, and Roman scenery could 
be produced without hesitation out of the spa- 
cious cellars and flies of this theatre—the stock 
is inexhaustible. 

The opening of the pantomime “ Beanty and 
the Beast’? is a very good one, Brittain 
Wright as the Merchant is a loud blustering 
low comedian, and does well in such business ; 
he makes the lungs crow like chanticleer. To 
praise the Vokes family is only to gild refined 
gold. Fred Vokes reminds us of poor Wieland, 
and Rosina’s burlesque song on “ Robert toi que 
jaune” is a very clever piece of vocalization. 
Miss Kate Santley (is she related to our great 
baritone ?) is strikingly handsome as the Peri, 
and has a good voice, but it wants cultivation ; 
the two upper notes of her register (the sus- 
pended seventh and the key-note) were fright- 
fully out of tune, and unfortunately she gives 
them fortissimi, but the public applaud, 
nevertheless; we are not a musical nation; in 
France, sibillations would have greeted the ear. 
The ballet is unusually good and the effects 
novel. The serried ranks of Peris with bells 
in their hands or on their heads (struck with 
hammers as an accompaniment to the orchestra) 
do great credit to the ballet-master. 

GaMMA. 
——_—————— 
ECLECTIC THEATRE. 
EMPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB. 


On Friday evening, the 11th inst., the above- 
named club gave their second private entertain- 
ment to a numerous and fairly appreciative 
audience, The chief drama of the evening, the 


autifully painted cloth, representing snow-} well worn but still attractive “ Ticket-of-Leave 
pped mountains of stupendous height, the | Man,” was represented throughout in a most 
te of Altorss—the market-place (a fine; complete and praiseworthy manner; aod several 
mposion, but not that of Altorss, for on our|new features introduced in the business, 
st visit to that town we saw no such lofty ‘tableaux, &c., which imparted a most refreshing 
pildings, and the cathedral resembles that; of| air of novelty to this slightly effete production, 
tich), the castle and battlements, &c.; were Mr T. E. Norman was called upon to fulfil a 
@ public to require a revival of “ Blue Beard” |task of no slight responsibility. At the last 
hich by the by we think would be very suc-|moment the intended representative of Robert 
ssful), of “ Aladdin,” of “ Antony and| Brierly was taken seriously ill, so much so that 
? 
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his appearance was an impossibility. Mr Nor- 
man, requesting the indulgence of the audience, 
announced that be himself would attempt the 

character of the Lancashire Lad. The result 

was as praiseworthy as it was successful. Mr 

Norman was not only perfect in the text and 

dialect, but he delivered the long and heavy 

speeches with an energy, vigour, and dramatic 

intensity, mingled with true pathos, in an artis- | 
tic and finished style, which, in most cases, is 
only acquired after many careful rehearsals and 
much study, but in this instance was entirely 
spontaneous. Mr Norman may be said not only 
to have astonished his own persunal admirers, 
but to have satisfied a very numerous and 
somewhat exacting audience. Mr Norman’s 
intended character, Hawkshaw, devolved at an 
equally short notice upon Mr Geo, Beaumont, 
who (although he occasionally had recourse to 
the book) played with much force and judg- 
ment, and altogether created a most favourable | 
impression. Mr H. Turner’s Dalton was an | 
impressive and highly dramatic rendering,whilst | 
Mr Harry Adams, as Melter Moss, cleverly em- 

bodied a most careful conception of the aged 

scoundrel. In Mr R. Symons Cole the audi- 

ence were treated to a really genuine Green 

Jones—humourous, lively, but perfectly gen- 
tlemanly, and totally free from the slightest 
tinge of absurdity. Mr Francis King, and Mr 
E, J. Roberts deserve mention as careful expo- 
nents of Gibson and Maltey, although the latter 
gentleman appears to be too juvenile for aland- 
lord; we should like to see him in a little 
comedy part, as he promises well. Miss Lydia 
Florence, hitherto popular in burlesque, sus- 

tained Mary Edwards with great success; her 
homely pathos and occasional tragic emotion 
being equally well pourtrayed. The Mrs 
Willoughby of Miss Rousseauis in its way a 
gem, that is too well known and appreciated to 
need renewed comment on this occasion, Miss 
Constance was a volatile and graceful Emily St. 
Evremond. However, while all were praise- 
worthy, the star of the evening was unquestion- 

ably, Miss Ada Hartland. This talented and 
charming young lady made a Sam. Willoughby 
such as has seldom ever been seen on these or 
even more pretentious boards. Her expressive 
archness and boyish vivacity were inexpressibly 
fascinating, and altogether her embodiment of 
the lively young scape-grace was a picture im- 
possible to be excelled. 

The drama was preceded by the amusing 
farce of “Turning the Tables,” in which Mr 
George Esmond gave a bighly diverting re pre- 
sentation of Jack Humphries, the wit of 
Uxbridge. This young gentleman is unquestion- 
ably one of the best amateur comedians extant. 
Mr T. Norman sustained Jeremiah Rumps ina 
most skilful and amusing manner. Messrs 
Lang, Williams, and Sam Thomas’ were 
severably creditable to Edgar de Courcy, Tom 
Thornton, and Mr Knuibbs; whilst Misses 
Rousseau, Egerton, and Hartland were all 
clever, lively and charming. 

In consequence of the lateness of the hour at 
which the drama terminated, the farce of ‘* Mr 
and Mrs White” was perforce omitted from the 











bill, In conclusion, we must congratulate 




































Messrs Norman and Beaumont for their spirite! 
endeavours to overcome the manifold difficult 
thrown in their path. 
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PORTSMOUTH-STREET ASSEMBLY ROOM 
LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. 


On Monday, Feb. 14, Mr G. H. Sinkij 
celebrated his 1st annual ball at the abo 
spacious rooms. Dancing commenced at 8} 
to the strains of an excellent Quadrille Bani 
and continued to an early hour in the mornin 
under the direction of Messrs G. H. Sinkins ar 
W. Morgan, During the evening a conce 
took place in the concert room, at which seve 
first-class artistes assisted. The rooms we 
well attended by a highly respectable compan 
and Mr Sinkin’s efforts to insure the comfort; 
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THE BIJOU. 


Tue last of the series of lectures given in ai 
of the St. Mark’s School building fund was ¢ 
‘ Arab Life,” and took place here last Wedne 
day before a respectable audience. 

This evening, a vocal and instrumental conce 
will be given for the same charity, andi 
Saturday next the Junior Stagers, who play¢ 
with so much success recently at the Gallery 
Illustration will give a performance in aid 
the National Life Boat Institution, 

We hear that in consequence of an injuneti 
(on behalf of Mr T. Bailey, proprietor of 
theatre) restraining Mr H. J. Montague feo 
naming his new theatre near the Adelphi, 
Bijou, it will be named the Vaudeville. 


es 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S. 
We cordially recommend this unique exhi 
tion to the notice of our readers, not only 
the fdnewr and incurious, and to those wh« 






somewhat morbid taste leads them to study aan 

physiognomy of assassins, but to the lover 

correct costume, the diligent student of histo 
and the admirer of plastic art. Tut 
It is not generally known that innumera f r 
relics, mementos of the French Revolution, 9s 
which Madame Tussaud was an eye-witne last fe 
are in the possession of Messrs Tussaud. emana 
order of the National Assembly during but th 
reign of terror Madame Tussaud was compel vices t 
to mould with her own hands the heads of mime | 
most notorious of the decapitated, the origi year ¥ 
and only casts from which are in the possessidiil }.,, be 
of her descendants, the present proprieto “Th 
They form an appropriate mounting to . 
original knife of the guillotine, around whim the St 
they are placed, and include those taken f Mr M 
Louis XVI., Marie Antoinette, Robespiertm the fa 
Dauton, and many others, rare studies a cert 
phrenologists and physiognomists. somev 
The rooms, notwithstanding the recent sev Mr G 
weather, have been uniformly well attended p,11, 
wears 
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REGENT’S PARK HALL. 
PENNY READINGS. 

On Friday evening another Penny Reading 
‘ntertainment was given by the members of! 
{rs Hytche’s Elocution Class ; and by its uni- 
orm merit, and amusing variety, was intellec- 
ually acceptable to the numerous and respect- 
ble attendants that filled the ball. 

The Screen scene from ‘The School for 
Scandal”? was received with general acclama- 
ion, and the interesting and comic recitations 
bbtained similar manifestations of applause. 

essrs Thompson, Fitzgerald, Perriam, 
Brooksby, Cooke, and Mrs Hytche, especially 
leserved this grateful return. 

The vocalists and pianists were as successful. 
Ir Davis sang ‘‘ Farewell to the Mountain,” 
nd was nicely accompanied on the pianoforte 
by Mrs Davis. “My Pretty Jane,” by Mr 
Brooksby; ‘Her bright smile haunts me 
still,” by Mr Cooke, and the duet of ‘The 
ipsy Countess,” by Mr and Miss Cooke, well 
nccompanied"by Miss Lucy Bassom, a very 
young lady, and pupil of Mr Wall, merited 
praise ; as did ‘* The Beautiful Isle of the Sca,” 

sang by Miss Abbot; Miss E. Allebone, also a 
very young lady, played and sang, and 
erited, and received the thanks of all for 
obliging the audience willingly, in the absence 


of the regular pianist. 
The comic portion of the entertainment was 


generally satisfactory, yet “The Crusty 
Minstrels”’ would have been better had the 
dialogue possessed point, and not evinced 
palpably the haste with which it was pro- 
duced. Ladies’ comic songs had better be 
excluded. 

We hear the platform will be raised in 
future, and afford the persons at the back a 
better view, which will be a desirable im- 
provement. 

i 
BRITANNIA THEATRE. 

THE majority of pieces that have been per- 
formed atthe Britannia theatre during the 
last few years, have, as it is generally known, 
emanated from the pen of Mr C. H. Hazlewood, 
but that gentleman having transferred his ser- 
vices to a Wolverhampton house, the panto- 
mime at the “ Great Theatre Hoxton” is this 
year written by Mr Frederick Marchant, who 
has bestowed upon his production the title of 
“The Giant of the Mountain ; or, the Savage, 
the Shipwrecked, and the Belle of the Period.” 
Mr Marchant’s plot, though partly taken from 
the farce of ‘* The Illustrious Stranger,’’ is to 
a certain extent original, and the dialogue is 
somewhat above the ordinary east end level. 
Mr G. B. Bigwood’s appearance as Billy 
Barlow is laughably lugubrious ; Mrs 8. Lane 
Wears some novel and remarkably brilliant 
costumes as 1869—described for some inscru- 


‘by the same artist. 





table reason as the Belle of the Period; and 
Miss R. Leslie is a vivacious representative of 
H.R.H. the Princess Childofthesun. The 
vocalization of Miss Charlotte Laurie, who ap- 
pears as Kherosina, the Pet of the Harem, 
although peculiar is nevertheless pleasing; and 
the dancing of Madile. Armetti Cialletti is 
characterised by masculine feats. The Ave- 
nue of Golden Palms, from the pencil of Mr 
Thomas Rogers, is exceedingly pretty, infi- 
nitely prettier than the transformation scene, 
Several of the incidents 
in the harlequinade are new; and Mr Jean 
Louis is a nimble clown. 
entecadiipnatunen 

Mr Cuartes Marnews.—We extract the 
following sentences from a letter received a 
few days ago, dited * Cairo, February Ist.— 
My dear Friend,—One line to report progress. 
After a pleasant week at Nice, we left Mar- 
seilles in the Poonah, and had a very fast run 
of five days to Alexandria, getting there on 
Friday morning. We were taken possession 
of on landing, and carried off into the Desert 
—not by Bedouins, but by a kind friend who 
has a charming villa at Ramleh, about five 
miles from Alexandria, on the banks of the 
Mediterranean. After three delightful days 
spent with him, we arrived here last night, 
and have been sight-seeing all the morning, 
till we are positively gorged with mosques 
and bazaars and Eastern wonders. I am not 
going to enter into particulars ; suffice it to say, 
that Egypt surpasses our most sanguine ex- 
pectations. The‘ Arabian Nights’ pale be- 
fore the reality, and Cairo is the ‘ ne plus 
ultra ” of all that is picturesque and romantic. 
It is a perpetual carnival from morning to 
night. To morrow we are off to the Pyra- 
mids, and on Sunday commence our voyage 
up the Red Sea A provoking circumstance 
has just happened. Sir Philip Francis has 
been most pressing in his endeavours to in- 
duce me play one night for the Viceroy, in 
the private theatre attached to the palace, and, 
alas ! all my things—books, parts, and dresses 
—are gone on to Melbourne, Isn’t this a 
pity ? I should have liked it of all things ; 
and, as there is a French company here, it 
could easily have been managed, and would 
have been a feather in my cap—something to 
remember for the rest of one’s days. I am 
truly sorry to have misse] the chance.—Yours, 
C. J. MatuEws.” 

Malle. Nilsson and M. Faure are rehearsing the 
Italian partition of ‘* Mignon” destined for Drury- 
lane this season. The fifth tableau of this opera 
contains a ballet, for which Mdlle. Fioretti is en- 
gaged. M.*Ambroise Thomas has promised to 
superintend the general rehearsals of ‘* Mignon” 
in Italian. ‘ 

So cold has been the weather that the Dantzi¢ 
Theatre has been closed. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 

Norice.—We beg to remind Managers and Secre- 
taries, of Amateur Clubs, we are now making a 
new list of Registered Clubs for the year, and shall 
be glad to hear from them, stating the name of 
their club, place and time of meeting, with Mana- 
ger’s and secretary's names, &c., with 2s. 6d. in 
postage stamps. 

Norice.—It is requested that all advertisements be 
sent by Monday afternoon, pre-paid. 

To Our Reapers.—In compliance with the wish of 
our subscribers who reside at DPayswater and its 
neighbourhood, we have established two agencies 
for the sale of the THEaTRicaAL JourNAL in that 
district, viz., one in Westbourne Grove corner of 
Ledbury-road, and the other at 202, Kensington 
Park-road, Notting Hill, near Mr. Marchmont’s 
new church. 

T. S.—We cannot recommend any Club in particular. 

Orton.—You should always give us as long notice 
as you can, our engagements are so numerous. 

Cincus.—How long is it since the death of And. 
Durrow? He died Jan. 27, 1842. 

M. M.—You can get the book at Lacy’s, 89, Strand. 

AmatTEuR.—You had better join a club for practice ; 
see the List of Registered Clubs. 

Jackson.—We have great pleasure in noticing this 
lady's performance. 

WituiaMs, Camberwell.—Is thanked. 

Orton Crvn.—We are much obliged to Mr F. 
Small, jun. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines e F ° é ls. Od. 
Kight . ° ° ° ° ° ls. 6d. 
Twelve . ° e e ° 2s, Od. 
Twenty . ‘ ° . . 2s. 6d. 
Across the back ‘ . . Is .extra. 


Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o'clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
List of Age nts for the sale of the THEATRICAL 
JOURNAL. 

Vickers, 317, Strand. 
Lacy, 89, Strand. 
Stevens, 42, Tottenham Court Road. 
Harris, Blackfriars Road, 
Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 
Pattie, lvy Lane, City. 
Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho. 
Hopcroft, 16, Little Queen Street, 
Stevens, Goswell Street. 
Potter, St. John’s Street Road. 
Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 
Dick, King’s Cross Road. 
Cox, Drury Lane. 
Bell, St. John’s Street Road. 
Shearn, 7. St. John-street, Smithfield. 
James Roberts, 195, Shoreditch. 
Walters, Bell-yard, ‘'emple Bar. 
Nunn, 63, Ledbury Road, Westbourne Grove, W. 
ane 202, Kensington Park- road, Notting Hill. 
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MODERN BURLESQUE 
PROTOTYPE. 

Tne style of cntertainment which delights 
the million, not only in London, but in pro- 


AND ITS 


vincial towns, differs yery materially from the 


| vengeance. 
| chooses for his subject the opening of the 
| Iliad, to recount the evil-doings of those bab- 





2 og, 


burlesque of old, and even from the extrava 
ganza of which Planché’s “ Fair One with th 
Golden Locks ’’ may be taken as one of the 
earliest samples of its kind. Word-torturing, 
impossible puns, form the staple material with 
which they are interlarded. The absurd ver 
sification; the fanciful costume, if dressed ¢ 
all, for in some cases the young ladies figure 
in silk tights, with the slight addition of gold 
fringe, and a modicum of diaphanous tissue, the 
brilliant scenery, and the popular tunes of the 
music-halls and barrel-organs, wedded to a 
idiotic dance, compose the ‘tout ensemble” 
of the very intellectual diversion provided fo 
the swells and ‘‘crétius”’ of the period, and 
liberally patronised by the first gentleman of 
Nogland, who never, by any chance, misses 
seeing the new burlesque at every theatre. 

This, as we aver, is not the parody of olf, 
which had at least the merit of a little wit in 
its composition. Even Fielding’s ‘ Tom 
Thumb,” almost his only dramatic effusion, 
‘‘Bombastes Furioso,’”? “The Rehearsal,” 
Sheridan’s ‘‘Critic,” “Chrononhotonthologos,” 
and others of that age, were witty, and con 
tained a vein of harmless satire which we look 
for but do not find, in the present inane pro- 
ductions ; if attempted, it falls flat on the ear, 
unless it hits on some particular topic with 
which the public are intimate. 

‘*¢ There is in the million,” says a critic, ‘a 
natural taste for farce after tragedy, and they 
gladly relieve themselves by mitigating the 
solemn seriousness of the tragic drama ;” if 
this taste be condemned (as it appears to be 
now, although the reason for reversing this 
order of things is to suit the fashionable 
dinner-hour) by the higher orders, and a critic 
said he would prefer the farce first, the taste 
for parody would be still amoug them, for 
whatever tends to level a work of genius ie 
agreeable to the contemporaries. When the 
rhapsodists of old strolled from town to town 
to chant the poems of Homer, they were im- 
mediately followed by another set of strollers 
—buffoons, who made the same audience merry 
by the burlesque turn they gave to the previous 
solemn strains. This was ‘ bathos”’ witha 
One of these parodists of Homer 


blers, whom he compares to those bags in 
which .Holus deposited all his winds ; balloons 
inflated with empty ideas—windbage in short. 
The taste for parodies was very prevalent with 
the Grecians. Cervantes lampoons chivalry 
and the romancists; Fielding, in his admirable 
work “Tom Jones,” has a good-natured but 
brilliant vein of eatire occasionally manifesting 
itself. Sheridan, by-the-bye, took his idea of 
Joseph Surface from that vile bypocrite, 
Blifil, and his son Charles from the generous, 
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noble-minded, but somewhat profligate hero 
himself. Swift's ‘*Tale of a Tub,’’ Pope’s 
Rape of the Lock,” are refined burlesques. 
“The Gigantomachia,” or, Battle of the 
Giants, was one of the oldest burlesques on 
record ; it was acted by the Athenian players, 
and never laughed the public so heartily as at 
its representation, for the fatal news arrived 
of the deplorable state to which the affairs of 
the public were reduced in Sicily, that land of 
Cyclopszean monsters—the Athenians continued 
laughing to the end. It was the business of 
the dramatic parody to turn the solemn tragedy, 
which the audience had just witnessed, into a 
farcical comedy ; the same actors who had ap- 
peared in magnificent dresses now returned on 
the stage in grotesque attire, with odd ges- 
tures, while the story, though the same, was 
travestied. This was a palpably gross 
descent from the sublime to the ridiculous. 
The “Cyclops,” of Euripides, is the only 
specimen handed down to us, and this is a 
parody on the 9th book of Homer’s Odyssey— 
the adventures of Ulysses in the cave of 
Polyphanus, where Silenus and a chorus of 
satyrs are farcically invroduced. 

The burlesque of the period was introduced 
by our volatile neighbours across the channel ; 
he idea of parodying an entire tragedy being 
aken from the French. A French Tragedy 
s most susceptible of this sort of ridicule by 



























itic, ‘atts absurd bombast, and unnatural stilt and 
ud they taginess. The Italians were not slow in 
Hing the letecting the ludicrous side of this declamatory 
a ie. nd exaggerated style of drama, out of the 





tuff of which the French made their emperors, 
heir heroes, and their princesses, they cut 
bul @ pompous country justice (the burgo- 
masters of Flanders is of this kidney), a 
ectoring tailor, or an impudent mantua-maker; 
























em, for exposed also the absurdity in the scenes and 

_— atastrophe of the tragedy. Racine smiled 

sag the Mvhen he saw his Titus buffuoned into Harlequin 
o town 


alking nonsense to Berenice as Columbine. 
oltaire shrank away with a cry from the 
ock heroic, and La Motte, whcse tragidies 
uffered severely from the like treatment, 
elt the sting deeply. It is true that, following 
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’ with 4 Hie fashion of the age, burlesque writers have 
f Homet B@hosen some of our Bard’s sublimest creatures 
; of the BB, their pen—* Hamlet,” “Romeo and 
ose bab- uliet,” ** Othello,’? * Macbeth,” &c., have 
bags in Hicen travestied, but how short has been the 
balloons Hin of these unmeaning effusions! So 
n short. Hishemeral indeed was the success attending 
ent with Hihem that it would be folly to revive them, 
chivalry Hid equally stupid to attempt to burlesque any 
Imirable Hither subjects treated by the poet of Nature. 

red but Hi The fraternity of extravaganza-mongers are 
rifesting MBbliged to fish out of the Arabian Nights,” 
s idea of Bike old romancists, or some historical subject, 
pocritey Mich as “ Wat Tyler,” ‘ Chilperic,” * Ino,” 
enerous, MPrincess Pocahontas,” &c. for their bald 





jokes—even “Joan of Arc” cid not escape 
their relentless ridicule. La Motte, in anger, 
said it was a French fashion, the offspring of a 
dangerous spirit of satire, and the malicious 
amusement of superficial minds. ‘‘ Were this 
true,” says another, ‘we ought to detest 
Parodies, but far from converting virtue into a 
paradox, and degrading truth by ridicule, 
Parody will only strike at what is chimerical 
and false; itis a critical exposition. What do 
we parody but the absurdities of dramatic 
writers, who make their hearers act against 
common sense, nature, andtruth? After all 
it is the public, not we, who are the authors 
of these things, for they are usually but the 
echoes of the pit, and we parodists have only 
to give a dramatic form to the opinions we 
hear. Many tragedies disguise virtues into 
vices, and parodies unmask them.” Rant and 
fustian are fair game, but so much burlesque, 
so much crass stupidity as is to be heard at 
our theatres is degrading to our intellect. A 
little of that sort of thing, if cleverly manipu- 
lated, no one would grumble at, for laugh we 
must at something—although the legitimate 
cause of merriment would best be found in 
comedy and farce—but the never-ceasing, 
nightly recurrence of the evils we complain of 
cannot but be detrimental to the intelligence, 
if not to the morals of our young men and 
women. Such, at least is the opinion of one 
who has the interest of the drama at heart, 
believing it to be an elevating pastime. 
GAMMA. 








Sapter’s Weits Tueatre.—The following 
announcement appeared on Saturday among the 
advertisements of the ‘*‘ Morning Advertiser ” :— 
“ Theatre Royal Sadler’s Wells.—Special 
Notice.—Mr Edward Weston has great pleasure 
in informing his friends and the public that he 
has purchased the above theatre of Robert Edgar, 
Esq. Due notice of the opening will be an- 
nounced.” 


Malle. Nilsson is, according to ‘* L’Histoire,” 
about to be married to “ a rich young man well 
known in the financial world.” 

The gold medal of merit, presented to Madame 
Patti by the Czar, bears his likeness surrounded 
by diamonds, and is valued at 10,000 francs. 
Rubini, Lablache, Tambourini, and Bosio were 
honoured in like manner. 

The theatre now being built by Mr Montague 
in the Strand, near to the Adelphi, is to be called 
the Vaudeville, and not the Bijou, as at one time 
was intended. 

The death is announced, in London, of Mr 
Leigh | Wilson, the well-known tenor. Mr Wilson 
died on Sunday morning, of brain fever. 

The performance of English Opera at the 
Crystal Palace will be resumed, under the 
direction of Mr George Petren, early in March, 
when Benedict’s opera, “ The Lilly of Killarney,” 








will be produced. 
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POPULAR ACTRESSES.—LI.—LIIL. ACTORS, EXTERNALLY AND MENTALLY Soest, 


MRS MATTOCKS.—MISS BOOTH. 

Mrs Marrocks’s father, Mr Hallam, was 
in his early days manager of the theatre in 
Goodman’s Fields, but was compelled to go to 
America, leaving her under the care of her 
aunt Berrington, an actress of merit, who 
gave her niece a finished education. At 4} 
years old the wee performer played at C.G. 
for her uncle’s benefit, the part of the Parish 
Girl in Gay’s ‘‘ What d’ye call it?’ with great 
spirit, but was so diminutive that a gentleman 
said he could hear her very well, but could 
not see her without a glass. In her 16th year 
she played Juliet at C.G. with so much ap- 
plause that she was at once engaged at a good 
salary, and continued at that establishment, 
except one winter passed in Liverpool, for 20 
years. Besides playing tragedy parts, she 
did the Rosetta’s and Polly’s uf the stage, and 
at last devoted herself entirely to the comic 
muse, with a peculiarity of humour perfectly 
original. She died in 1826, aged 80. Bel- 
zara in Colley Cibber’s tiagedy of ‘ Ximera,” 
Lady Dainty in his comedy of “The Double 
Gallant,” and Eloira in Dryden’s ‘ Spanish 
Fryar,”’ were amongst her best efforts. 


The theatre, at the commencement of this 
century, boasted of a delightful little actress 
and pretty girl, in the person of Saran 
Boor, who was born in 1788, and at the age of 
11 darced on the Manchester boards, then at 
Doncaster, and lastly in the metropolis, where 
she was engaged by Elliston to play the leads 
in melodrama at the Circus (Surrey), She 
played Amanthis (“Child of Nature’) at C.G., 
when in her 17th year, and was received with 
rapture ; her beaming face and lithe form were 
charming ; ber features, lit up with expres- 
sion, conveyed her thoughts before her tongue 
could utter them. Miss Booth added to her 
reputation by her sprightly delineations of 
Little Booth, Dolly Bull (“ Fontainebleau,”’) 
Annete (“ Maid and Magpie,’”’) Florio (‘ Dog 
of Montargis,’’) &c., and was also clever in 
serious pantomime. She played at other 
London theatres in domestic drama, romps, 
&c., and was considered a star in the country ; 
she acquired a very handsome competence by 
her professional labours, and retired in 1833. 

_—— 


During the months of May and June a series of 
English operatic performances will take place at 
St. George’s-hall, Langham-place, W., under the 
direction of Mr C. J. Bishenden, the basso. A 
new opera will be brought out, the priccipal part 
of which will be taken by a well-known lady of 
title. 

Mr William Brough has been seriously ill, and 
is only just out of danger. Overwork is stated 
as the primary cause of Mr Brough’s malady. 





See AND AUTHORS OF FIC. Acting 
ITZ 


Macreapy and Young were rivals ; the former ir 



















however taking precedence ; and being generally 9 square 
considered to rank just between Kean and jy 2e¥™ 
Young. Charles Kemble ranked a degree below a 
Young ; and yet, I suspect, was better than any OR 
living tragic actor. At all events, in tragedy, he *. 
) was a better actor than Phelps, C. Kean, &c., &e, vai 
But Macready had greater faults than C. Kemble, § cations 
I¥is voice was more powerful than his, or RIC 
Young’s; but his elocution was disjointed, and () 37 
his transitions were too abrupt. This fault was i Mr G. 
also Talma’s. On the whole, Macready’s was afm '° be» 
powerful physique. He was a wiry man, and his pm °° J 
mind, like his body, was wiry. It was acute and R 0 
subtle, not profound. He was nearly five feet yi 
ten in height, and his face was intellectual. HEAL 
Charles Kemble was always a gentleman and afm G, ST¢ 
scholar on the stage. His face wanted mobility ; 9 road, E 
but he was handsome. I was struck with his HE’ 
venerable appearance when I once met him atthe ty 
house of Miss Glyn. He was nearly five feet 0 table ix 
eleven in height, and had quite the Kemble pi o for a 
aspect. ay 
Vandenhoff I also once saw in private, at they" * 
house of Mr Jacob Jones; when the tragedian Vr 
was seventy. He was a stately man, about half periodic 
an inch taller than Macready. ‘The elocution of ff membe 
Vandenhoff was good ; few could read better; )% tire " 
and his voice was sonorous, deep, and impressive, fim the la 
But for his somewhat heavy style, he would have =) 
ranked very high. none 
I recollect seeing Elton many years ago, not re 
very long before his life was lost at sea. He was ol 
a little man, not much more than five feet six inf ? §'8" 
height, and a clever actor. farm 
Sam Butler—as he was usually called—wajm a littl 
not without merit; but he was so tall that bil ing ou 
stature was against him in many parts. Hii® farm f 
widow told me he was six feet one and a half! replies 
Sir W. Don, however— who had a certainfi ).. oe 
amount of merit—dwarfed the tragedian referred A 
to. He was six feet four ! sg 
Sheridan Knowles was not a very superiogm °"- 
actor ; but he was hearty and earnest. In society Tw 
he was one of the most pleasant men I ever saw, friars~ 
His figure was bad, and his stature was buf asked 
little abeve five feet six. could 
The authors, whose society I have enjoyed, int} was ? 
general, were not such good companions #09 said hj 
Knowles. Jerrold was a sneerer ! A coc] 
I have seen Jerrold act with Dickens, and i } 
other amateurs, with talent. Doubtless he hai rr 
great wit. Referring to Dickens, I perceive thi] p o 
“ Gamma,” very correctly, as I think, ranks hia “°) TE 
below Thackeray. Thackeray was the Fielding, G rh 
as Buckstone once said, and Dickens the Smollett “Re 


of our era. 

By the way, I may mention that, on one occt 
sion, Thackeray told me, Dickens and Jerrod 
asked him to act with them. He excused his 
self on the score of his broken nose and hi 
towering stature. He was six feet three inche 
and would have contrasted oddly enough on 
stage with Jerrold, who was five feet four incl 
only. I rank Thackeray between Scottand Dicker 


Bets. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Oxford-street. Stage Manager, Mr T. E. Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 


ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
F ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 


ORTH LONDON AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
N CLU B—meets every Tuesday evening, at 8, at the 
SourHGATE ARMs, Southgate-road, Islington, N.— 
Secretary, Mr John Ford, jun., to whom all communi- 
cations should be addressed. 

RION DRAMATIC CLUB.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 

372, Kingsland-road ; Acting and Stage-manager, 
Applications, with references, 
to be made to F, Small, jun., Hon. Secretary, 6, Albert- 
road, Dalston. 


OYALT Y DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
Thursday evening at 8 at the CLUB-Room, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A. 
G. STODDART, 21, Arbour-street East, Commercial- 
road, E. 


HETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 
twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
R. Horsley Woods, Esa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 
S.W. 
ICTORIA AMATEUR CLUB(Established 1866.)—- 
This club is formed with a view of giving 
periodical entertainments for the mutual benefit of the 
members and other friends ; the former being at the en- 
tire expense attending the getting up of the same, and 
the ladies being exempt from all pecuniary liability. 
Henry WALKER, Acting Manager, 21, Westbourne- 
road, Arundel-square, N, 





A waG, riding in the country one day, saw 
asign On a gate post reading thus: ‘ This 
farm for sail.’? Stopping his horse, he hailed 
a little old woman who stood on tiptoe hang- 
ing out clothes: ‘‘I say, madam, when is this 


farm going to sail?’ ‘Just so soon, sir,” 
replied the old lady, placing her thumb on 
her nose, ‘‘ as anybody comes along who can 
raise the wind!” The wag drove thoughtfully 
on. 
Two gentlemen took a boat®at old Black- 
friars-bridge, to go totke Tower. One of them 
asked the other, who sat beside him, if he 
could tell him what countryman the waterman 
was? He replied he could not. ‘ Then,’ 
said his friend, ‘I can. He isa Ro-man.’ 
A cockney being told the above, said the pun 
was wherry good. 

Mr G. Sydney succeeds Miss Oliver at the New 
Royalty, 

“The Turn of the Tide” is in rehearsal at the 
Grecian. 


“Formosa” will appear for a short period at 
the Standard. 

In consequence of the severe illness of Mr 
Lionel Brought, Mr Barton Hill has appeared as 
Captain John Smith in ‘* La Belle Sauvage.” Mr 
A. W. Young as Tony Lumpkin, and Mr Gaston 


Murray as Diggory, in “ She Stoops to Conquer,” 
during the week, 





We regret to learn that the financial state of 
the Royal Drematic College is such as to engage 
the solicitudes of many friends of that institution. 
The exchequer is so low that the current expenses 
are met with difficulty. The mere announcement 
of this fact should be sufficient to command an 
immediate flow of donations into the  treas- 
ury. Even those who have charged mistakes 
upon the management should feel that the per- 
petuity of the establishment must be maintained. 
The profession, we have no doubt, will work 
earnestly and heartily in its interest, and the 
general public should not be wanting in sympathy. 
We should be happy to be made the medium of 
handing over to the treasurer any subscriptions 
with which we may be entrusted. 

Mr Frith, R.A., is understood to be painting a 
portrait of Mrs Rousby, the actress, now playing 
at the Queen’s Theatre, 

Tuar intellectual and interesting young actress, 
Miss Lizzie Wheeler, we hear, is married to Mr 
Harry Seed, the low comedian. The young 
couple are, we believe, playing with Mr Disney 
Roebuck’s Company in the provinces. We wish 
them prosperity in their career. 

At the Alexandra Theatre, Liverpool, the 
novelties after the withdrawal.of the pantomime 
will be (Mr Gilbert’s blank verse burlesque of 
“The Princess,” and a new play by a local 
journalist named Duckworth, whose wife (Miss 
Philbe Hill) will sustain the role of the heroine, 
an actress, whose struggles against social pre- 
judices give the play its title of “Under the Ban.” 

A new farcical comedy, in one act, by Mr G. 
F. Rowe, of the Olympic, entitled “ Sampson's 
Wedding,” will be produced at the Lyceum on 
Saturday next. Mr C. Wilmot appears in the 
principal character. 

The Easter programme at the new Standard 
promises to be of more than usual interest. Mr 
J. L. Toole will appear in the drama of ‘ Uncle 
Dick’s Darling.” This will be followed by a new 
operatic burlesque entitled “Guy Faux ; or, A 
New Way to Blow upa King,” which is to be 
placed upon the stage in a gorgeous and perfect 
manner. The author, Mr J. T. Douglass, is now 
in Paris with a view to hasten the completion of the 
costumes necessary for its perfect representation, 
Miss Julia Mathews, whose impersonation of the 
Grand Duchess has made her name a “‘ household 
word,” has-been engaged for the principal part. 
Mr Wallace will also appear as_the arch con- 
spirator. 

Hortoway’'s Piiis.—It is difficult to determine 
which is the most trying to health—intense cold 
and excessive heat ; though everybody knows that 
sudden transitions from one to the other terms 
with disease ; which may, in most instances be 
staved off, by an early resort to these purifying, 
regulating and strengthening pills. This well 
known and highly esteemed medicine affords a 
safe and easy remedy for almost every consti- 
tutional wrong which climatic changes, or dietetic 
errors can engender, and effectually removes an 
weakness, self-indulgent habits may have induced. 
In all conditions of the system bordering on dis- 
ease indicated by apathy, listlessness, and rest- 
lessness, Holloway’s Pills will prove especially 
serviceable in begetting a vivacity appreciated by 
both sound and sick. 
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NATIONAL ASS 
218, HIGH 


HIS brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 


Admission throuchout 
Musical Director, Mr W. 


EMBLY ROOMS, 
HOLBORN. 


The greatest re gard is paid to ensure th 


the establishment Is. 
M. PACKER, R.A.M. 








SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE. 
Sole Lessee, Mr ROBERT EDGAR. 


The only house in London for the legitimate drama.—Engagement of the eminent tragedian, Mr CRES WICK, 
for seven nights longer. 


Wednesday, Feb., 23rd, the performance will commence with the romantic drama, entitled AMBITION 


()* 


Mr Medlin ; Duke of Sussex, Mr Byrne; Archbishop of 


Richard Edgar; Weston, Mr Newbound ; Princess Marg 


Kennedy, Miss Fitzgerald; Mary Fuller, Miss Summers 
On Thursday, 24th, Friday, 25th, and Saturday, 26th, 
Creswick. 
The performance will conclude each evening with the 1 
Benjamin Bowbell, Mr Richard Edgar.— Box-oflice open 


Ethelwold (his original characcer), Mr Creswick ; 











; King Henry VILI-, MrT. W. Ford; Duke of Norfo 
Canterbury, Mr J. Johnstone; Phillip Williams, \, 
raret, Miss I’. Gerald; Catherine Howard, Mrs Eburne: 


achange of performance, and last three nights of 


: 


‘ Xx 
aughable farce of the ILLUSTRIOUS STRANGER 7 
daily. 

























—— —=— @ 
AvSony Be THEATRE, and ROYAL HIGH- TO AMATEURS, TE 
BURY BARN GARDENS, _Islington.—Sole LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, hoi map 
Proprietor, Mr GIOVANNELLI. _ é 450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Aa ~~. 
First appearance of Miss Eliza Hamilton this season. Drop and Scenery. To be LET for Amateur Perfor ment 1 
On Saturday, Feb. 19, and every evening will be pro-! mances. Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, ufminst., ii 
duction of Tom Morton, Esq.’s, beautiful drama, ! above, Schoo 
entitled ALL THAT GLITTERS IS NOT GOLD. | pai The 
‘The performance will commence with the screaming! Stage Scenery, Dresses, and Appoi sf 
farce, STATE SECRETS ; or, THE TAILOR OF oe Se SEE eae Se 
TAMWORTH. Mr C. Steyne. ATKINS — ba nde supply the above ani Mr. E. 
Toe hilowed by ALL THAT GLirrEns 1s wor| NY, cyey requisite fr Parvare Tateatatoatsy Die aang 
GOLD; or, THE POOR GIRL'S DIARY. | Sir ---Address: 12, New Gloucester-street Hoxton, N Tor 
Arthur Lassell, Mr A. Vivian; Jaspar Plum, Mr = ’ ? oo “ Tick 
Mordaunt ; Stephen Plum, Mr C. Steyne; Frederick = 
Plum, Mr E. Campbell; Lady Valeria, Miss Marie Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. of-Lea 
Stafford; Lady Letterbridge, Miss Reynolds; Martha AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow.gujresting 
Gibbs, Miss Eliza Hamilton. street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat withfiters ar 


Reduction in prices. Admission to everything, 6d ; 
balcony, 1s; stalls, 1s 6d. Doors open at seven, com- 
mence at half-past. 

Dancing in the grand hall at nine o’ clock. 

Open on Sunday for tg te x by refreshment ticket 

Stage-manager, Mr J, Mordaunt; chef d’orchestra, 
W. Lipyear; and Acting-manager, Mr A. Vivian. 


ADAMETUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 

BAKER STREET.—On view Portrait models 

of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., MADAME 

GRISI taken from. life in the character of NORMA. 

Admission, ls; Children under ten years of age, 6d. 
Extra rooms, 6d. Open from 11 a.m. till 10 p.m. 

















Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform 
inces for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. 4 
large assortment of every necessary for the same 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an orde 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punt 
quality all studied. 
Mind tbe address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-stveet. 


MATEURS.—Wanted Ladies and Gentlemen to 
complete the cast for a perforiaance to take place ia 

a short time.—One or two good characters open.—Apply 
by letter to the secretary—Da.ston AMATEUR DRAM 
oy CiuB, Reade’s Dining Rooms, 3, Liverpool Street, 
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ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 
4 Street—A PORTRAIT MODEL of TROP- 
MANN is nowadded amongst innumerable relics. The 
actual KNITE of the original GUILLOTINE used for 
the decapitation of Louis XVI., Marie Antoinette, 
Robespierre, and 22,000 persons of the best and worst 
blood in France. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrers, 6d. 
Open from eleven am, till five, and from seven till 
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Stage Practice. 

R WM. A. STANLEY, Professor of Elocution, ani 
Dramatic Instructor, begs to announce that his An 
nual series of amateur performances at a first-class Londo 
theatre, will take place on Saturday, 26th March, 187), 





ten p.m. 
Amateur Entertainments. 
M'e: KATE DUDLEY (of the New Royalty and 
Greenwich Theatres) is now at liberty for chamber- 
niaids, boys, and light comdy. For terms and dates 
address, 230, Euston-road, N.W. 











and following evenings. Ladies and Gentlemen are r- rated, 
quested to make an early application for parts. Thi the | 
rehearsals will take place in Oxford-street, W—Esaex ll 
‘road, N, and at the theatre.—For full particulars, apply ern 
to Mr Stanley, 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex Road, I+ fault, 
lington, N. —ove 
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